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SPAN 1 - First Semester Spanish

Catalog Description
Transfer Status: CSU/UC
Unit(s): 4.00
Lecture: 68.00 Contact hours/136.00 Out of class hours/204.00 Total hours/4.00 Unit(s)
Total: 68.00 Contact hours/136.00 Out of class hours/204.00 Total hours/4.00 Unit(s)
Course Description: This introductory course teaches beginning language acquisition in a cultural context through listening, speaking,
reading and writing. The students will interact with authentic language in cultural context. (C-ID SPAN 100).

Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:
1. recognize and begin to imitate Spanish pronunciation
2. comprehend basic Spanish at the introductory level
3. speak basic Spanish at the introductory level
4. write basic Spanish at the introductory level
5. formulate an argument supporting the importance of second language acquisition
6. appraise elements of Hispanic cultures including the nuances of everyday life
7. communicate in a variety of everyday life situations such as greeting and expressing leave-taking; expressing likes and dislikes;

obtaining information about people, places, and things; describing self, family, and friends; express feelings; stating future plans;
shopping; talking about daily routines; interacting in a basic phone conversation; ordering in a restaurant in a culturally appropriate way;
and planning for a trip

8. express some commands by understanding the importance of formality when talking to strangers
9. talk about some events in the past

Course Content

Topic Titles / Suggested Time Topic

Lecture
Topics Lec Hrs
Culture: Characteristics of Spanish speaking countries such as, but not limited to:

Geography
Population
Languages
Foods
Historical dates and sites
Traditions and customs
Current events
Daily life
Music

16.00

Culturally appropriate vocabulary 3.00
Variations of Spanish pronunciation and alphabet 4.00
Contractions 1.00
Nouns and articles 2.00
Present tense of regular and irregular verbs and the progressive 15.00
Pronouns 2.00
Formation, placement, usage, and agreement of adjectives 4.00
Numbers 1.00
Subject and verb agreement 2.00
Use of periphrastic verbal expressions necesitar, tener que, hay que, ir a, tener ganas de, etc. 4.00
Use of following constructions: [ir+a+infinitive] and [acabar+de+infinitive] 4.00
Reflexives 1.00
Ser vs. Estar 4.00
Gustar and similar verbs 2.00
Interrogative words 1.00



Topics Lec Hrs
Introduction to the Preterite 2.00

Total Hours: 68.00

Methods of Instruction
A. Class Activities
B. Collaborative Group Work
C. Discussion
D. Homework: Students are required to complete two hours of outside-of-class homework for each hour of lecture
E. Lecture
F. Multimedia Presentations

G. Reading Assignments
H. The class will be conducted in Spanish except when English is needed to explain structural elements and to give other important

explanations.

Methods of Evaluation
A. Oral Presentation
B. Homework
C. Class participation
D. Written Assignments
E. Written or Oral Examinations
F. Class Discussion

Examples of Assignments

Reading Assignments
1. Study the lyrics of a song presented by the instructor. Working in groups, first identify the words/expressions both of you do not

understand. Through the use of collaboration and internet resources, research the meaning of the unknown expressions in the song and
their significance to the story the song tells. As part of an open-class discussion about the meaning and cultural significance of the
song, each group should be prepared to share what they understood from the reading and share their opinions about the message of
the song.

2. Read a small paragraph in Spanish about various sports and recreational activities in a particular region of Latin America (e.g., the
popularity of baseball in Venezuela). Then describe to a partner what you learned and share what activities/sports/pastimes you are
interested in, using as much Spanish as possible.

Writing Assignments
1. Write a 25-word diary entry in Spanish about some of your daily habits. Use complete sentences and the correct conjugations of the

present indicative.
2. Write a 25-word email in Spanish to a friend. List what classes you are taking and specify what days you have each class and what time

they start. Additionally, mention which class is your favorite and why.
Out-of-Class Assignments
1. Prepare an original skit based on a communicative context found in course materials. Perform the skit in class.
2. Select one of the Spanish-speaking countries covered in the text, and do some additional research to gain more knowledge about the

cultural customs of the population in that country. Be prepared to share your findings during a class discussion.

Recommended Materials of Instruction
Blanco, José A., Donley, Philip Redwine. (2023). Vistas: Introducción a la lengua española. Vista Higher Learning, 7th. 978-1-54339-517-4.
Zero Cost Textbook
Matthew Dean. (2020). Spanish I: Beginning Spanish Language and Culture. OER, . https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/920.

Minimum Qualifications
Foreign Languages (Masters Required)
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