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NR 65 - Recreational Land Management

Catalog Description
Transfer Status: CSU
Unit(s): 3.00
Lecture: 34.00 Contact hours/68.00 Out of class hours/102.00 Total hours/2.00 Unit(s)
Lab: 51.00 Contact hours/0.00 Out of class hours/51.00 Total hours/1.00 Unit(s)
Total: 85.00 Contact hours/68.00 Out of class hours/153.00 Total hours/3.00 Unit(s)
Course Description: This course is an introduction to the techniques, issues and laws pertaining to recreational land management. Topics
include types of recreational activities, evaluation of site resources, maintenance and operation of outdoor recreational facilities. Analyses of
social and economic factors that affect participation in recreational activities will be included.

Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:
1. Identify career opportunities, educational requirements, qualifications and duties outdoor recreation field personnel.
2. Identify and differentiate between local, county, state, federal and private recreational agencies.
3. Describe the socio-economic factors that influence participation in outdoor recreation.
4. Evaluate recreation facilities and resources, identifying maintenance requirements, potential hazards, traffic and people flow.
5. Identify the interpersonal skills required to work with the public.
6. Describe recreational ethics as they apply to recreational activities.

Course Content

Topic Titles / Suggested Time Topic

Lecture
Topics Lec Hrs
Career Opportunities in Outdoor Recreation 5.50
Leisure Activities 5.50
Recreation Providers 6.50
Outdoor Recreation Management 5.50
Economic Impact of Outdoor Recreation 5.50
Problem Areas in Outdoor Recreation 5.50

Total Hours: 34.00

Lab
Topics Lab Hrs
Discovering Career Opportunities and Visiting Recreational Sites 8.50
Leisure Activities 8.50
Recreational Providers 8.50
Outdoor Recreation Management 8.50
Economic Impact of Outdoor Recreation 8.50
Problem Areas in Outdoor Recreation 8.50

Total Hours: 51.00

Methods of Instruction

A. Collaborative Group Work
B. Field Trips
C. Guest Speakers
D. Homework: Students are required to complete two hours of outside-of-class homework for each hour of lecture
E. Instructor Demonstrations
F. Lecture

Methods of Evaluation

A. Exams/Tests
B. Oral Presentation



C. Journal
D. Essays and research papers

Examples of Assignments

Reading Assignments
1. Read an article on the history of outdoor recreation and be prepared to discuss your findings with the class.
2. Read an article from the internet on trends for outdoor recreation types and prepare a graph displaying the demographics for each

category.
Writing Assignments
1. Write a 3-page summary paper on the history of the National Park system. Be sure to include all of the players and events that led to the

creation of Yellowstone National Park.
2. Write a 2-page paper on the safety issues surrounding recreational lands and facilities.

Out-of-Class Assignments
1. Visit a recreation facility manager and interview them regarding their responsibilities relating to operation and maintenance of that facility.

Be prepared to give an oral report on your findings to the class. Alternative options to complete this assignment will be identified in the
instructions.

2. Prepare a demonstration that will show the type of equipment, rigging of equipment, safety issues and regulations relating to a
recreational site of your choice.

Recommended Materials of Instruction
Jensen, C. R. & Guthrie, S. P. (2006). Outdoor Recreation in America. Human Kinetics Publishers, 6th. 9780736042130.
Tapps T. & Wells, M.A. (2025). Introduction to Recreation and Leisure. Human Kinetics Publishers, 4th. 9781718212381.
Cordes, K.A. & Hutson, G. (2024). Outdoor Recreation. Sagamore-Venture Publishing, 5th. 9781952815867.
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