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JPN 4 - Fourth Semester Japanese

Catalog Description
Transfer Status: CSU/UC
Prerequisite: JPN 3
Unit(s): 4.00
Lecture: 68.00 Contact hours/136.00 Out of class hours/204.00 Total hours/4.00 Unit(s)
Total: 68.00 Contact hours/136.00 Out of class hours/204.00 Total hours/4.00 Unit(s)
Course Description: This course is the second half of intermediate Japanese, which further develops language skills: reading, writing,
listening comprehension and speaking. Through continued study of Japanese language and culture students further increase their fluency
and grammatical accuracy in the four skill areas in expanded written analysis and discussion of both modern and classical Japanese texts.

Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:
1. pronounce Japanese correctly with increased ease and clarity
2. comprehend intermediate-level Japanese with increased facility
3. speak with greater proficiency in Japanese at the intermediate level
4. write Japanese with greater grammatical accuracy at the intermediate level
5. formulate arguments supporting the importance of second language acquisition
6. describe elements of Japanese culture

Course Content

Topic Titles / Suggested Time Topic

Lecture
Topics Lec Hrs
Particles 8.00
Kanji 7.00
Suffixes 16.00
Keigo (Speech forms) 15.00
Transitive/ Intransitive verbs 4.00
Passive Voice 4.00
Causative 5.00
Wishes 3.00
Metaphors 3.00
Reported Speech 3.00

Total Hours: 68.00

Methods of Instruction

A. Collaborative Group Work
B. Discussion
C. Homework: Students are required to complete two hours of outside-of-class homework for each hour of lecture
D. Lecture
E. Multimedia Presentations
F. Reading Assignments

G. The class will be conducted in Japanese except when English is needed to explain structural elements and to give other important
explanations.

Methods of Evaluation

A. Quizzes
B. Oral Presentation
C. Class participation
D. Exams



Examples of Assignments

Reading Assignments
1. Read and be prepared to discuss the speech style differences between a polite conversation and a conversation with honorific

expressions and humble expressions.
2. Read about Japanese annual events on a website, and research about a specific event for its cultural significance, history, and current

practice.  Discuss what you learned with a partner in class.
Writing Assignments
1. Write a three-page research paper on one aspect of Japanese POP culture, such as Anime, J-POP, or Japanese films.
2. Extract dialogues from a media content, such as Japanese anime or drama, and compare and analyze the speech styles with honorific

expressions and humble expressions. Write a two-page paper explaining the results of your analysis.
Out-of-Class Assignments
1. Find a Japanese related YouTube channel. Summarize the characteristics of the YouTube channel and introduce it to the class.
2. Choose a Japanese topic (e.g., Japanese cooking) and after researching the topic, prepare a presentation and video clip to present in

class. While presenting the researched information, include various key facts and examples to explain the topic.

Recommended Materials of Instruction

Banno, Eri. Ikeda, Yoko. Ohno, Yutaka. Shinagawa, Chikako. and Tokashiki, Kyoko. (2020). Genki Textbook Volume 2. Japan Times / Tsai
Fong Books, 3rd edition. 978-4789017329.
Banno, Eri. Ikeda, Yoko. Ohno, Yutaka. Shinagawa, Chikako. (2020). Genki Workbook Volume 2. Japan Times / Tsai Fong Books, 3rd. 978-
4789017336.
Banno, Eri. Ikeda, Yoko. Ohno, Yutaka. Shinagawa, Chikako. and Tokashiki, Kyoko. (2020). Genki Textbook Volume 1. The Japan Times, Ltd.,
3rd. 978-4789017305.
Other Learning Materials
Japanese-English and English-Japanese Dictionary

Minimum Qualifications

Foreign Languages (Masters Required)
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