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HIST 5 - World History Since 1500

Catalog Description
Transfer Status: CSU/UC
Unit(s): 3.00
Lecture: 51.00 Contact hours/102.00 Out of class hours/153.00 Total hours/3.00 Unit(s)
Total: 51.00 Contact hours/102.00 Out of class hours/153.00 Total hours/3.00 Unit(s)
Course Description: This course is a survey of the development of world civilizations since 1500. Major themes include: broad patterns of
change; dynamics of race, class, gender and ethnicity; reciprocal influence between the physical environment and human societies; and
ways in which human groups have interacted with one another. In addition, the course examines distinctive forms of political, social, and
economic organization, and significant scientific achievements, cultural developments, and belief systems. The course also provides an
introduction to historical method. (C-ID HIST 160).

Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:
1. make use of historical method to find and interpret primary and secondary sources, and compose an argument which uses them, as

appropriate, for support.
2. analyze broad patterns of change on both interregional scales and within complex societies.
3. examine civilization through multiple analytical categories such as race, class, gender and ethnicity.
4. explain ways in which the world’s physical and natural environment has affected and been affected by developments in human history.
5. analyze ways in which human groups have interacted with one another, including trade, migration, warfare, cultural exchange and

biological exchange, from 1500 C.E. to present.
6. compare distinctive forms of political, social and economic organization in the world and explain their historical significance.
7. identify major discoveries, inventions, and scientific achievements and explain their historical significance.
8. explain the historical significance of cultural developments such as art, music, architecture, literature and religion.
9. compare ideals, practices and historical developments of major belief systems.

10. analyze historical developments across national, regional and cultural boundaries.

Course Content

Topic Titles / Suggested Time Topic

Lecture
Topics Lec Hrs
Introduction to the Study of History 3.00
Historical Method 6.00
The Origins of Global Interdependence, 1500-1800 6.00
The Age of Revolution, 1750-1914 6.00
The Age of Industry, 1750-1914 6.00
The Age of Empire, 1750-1914 6.00
The World in Upheaval: The World Wars, 1914-1945 6.00
Decolonization and the End of Empires, 1900-present 3.00
Nationalism and Political Identity in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, 1900-present 6.00
A World Without Borders, 1900-present 3.00

Total Hours: 51.00

Methods of Instruction
A. Discussion
B. Homework: Students are required to complete two hours of outside-of-class homework for each hour of lecture
C. Lecture
D. Multimedia Presentations
E. Reading Assignments
F. Homework: It is expected that a major part of that time will be spent in reading and studying monographs or articles, course readers,

textbooks, literature, and/or primary source documents.



Methods of Evaluation

A. Quizzes
B. Research Projects
C. Class participation
D. Mid-term and final examinations
E. Short papers
F. Essays and research papers

G. Class Discussion

Examples of Assignments

Reading Assignments
1. Read the primary and secondary source documents on "Enlightenment and Revolution." In what ways did the Enlightenment shape the

goals of political revolutions? Be prepared to address this question in class, and to reference the documents in formulating your
response.

2. Read the chapter on "Atlantic Revolutions and Their Echoes." As you read, take notes in response to the questions in the chapter
margins. You will submit your notes for credit, and the questions will be the basis of an in-class quiz and discussion.

Writing Assignments
1. In our study of world history between the years 1750 and 1914, a theme has been the emergence of "modern" human society. What

distinguishes modern world history from earlier eras of human history? In essay form, identify and explain at least three specific features
of modern human society.

2. Craft a well-developed research question on a topic in World History that fits within the timeframe of this course. Recall that it's to be
expected that your question will evolve and mature during the research process. At the top of your paper, write the final version of your
question. In a formal paper between 1000-1250 words in length, summarize your findings on your research question. The paper should
be thoughtfully organized, with an introduction, body, and conclusion, and logical and proper use of paragraphs. In your essay, include
specific and accurate information and examples from the sources that reinforce the key observations presented. Details and facts in
your essay must be cited throughout, using proper format style. You must also prepare an annotated bibliography that includes a
minimum of three sources. For each source, write a substantial paragraph in which you briefly describe the source, how it is useful to
your research, and why you consider it appropriate for use in college work. Be sure that your annotated bibliography also adheres to
proper format style.

Out-of-Class Assignments
1. Pick a foreign country that will be the focus of your research over the course of the semester. Identify a research problem or question

with respect to the history of your chosen country. Using Internet resources, newspaper archives, and published documents, build an
annotated primary source collection related to your research problem/question.

2. For this assignment, students will glimpse a foreign land or people through a cultural artifact -- for example: art, music, food, a game, a
foreign film, literature (including comics), or clothing. As you view, read, or play, look for things that the artifact reveals about the country,
people, and time that it represents. Consider values, geography, aesthetics, historical events, daily life, class, gender, and so forth.
Conduct research to find the answers to questions raised by the artifact, or to flesh out greater details about one or more of your
observations. You will turn in a written summary, and will share your findings with the class through a brief demonstration or speech.

Recommended Materials of Instruction

Strayer, R. and Nelson, E. (2022). Ways of the World: A Brief Global History, Volume II. Bedford St. Martin's, 5th. 9781319340704.
Bentley, J. and Ziegler, H. (2021). Traditions & Encounters: Volume 2 from 1500 to the Present. McGraw-Hill, 7th. 9781264088102.
Reilly, K. (2020). Worlds of History, Volume II: Since 1400 A Comparative Reader. Bedford St. Martin's, Seventh. 9781319221454.

Minimum Qualifications

History (Masters Required)
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