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GERM 1 - First Semester German

Catalog Description
Transfer Status: CSU/UC
Unit(s): 4.00
Lecture: 68.00 Contact hours/136.00 Out of class hours/204.00 Total hours/4.00 Unit(s)
Total: 68.00 Contact hours/136.00 Out of class hours/204.00 Total hours/4.00 Unit(s)
Course Description: This course is a study of beginning German emphasizing grammar, reading, writing, speaking, and listening
comprehension. It also introduces the student to various aspects of German culture. Students who have completed at least one, but fewer
than two years of high school German (or equivalent)with a letter grade of "A" or "B"" within one year of the present date, should register for
Second Semester German.

Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:
1. recognize and begin to imitate German pronunciation
2. comprehend basic German at the introductory level
3. speak basic German at the introductory level
4. write basic German at the introductory level
5. formulate arguments supporting the importance of second language acquisition
6. describe elements of Germanic culture

Course Content

Topic Titles / Suggested Time Topic

Lecture
Topics Lec Hrs
Pronunciation 2.00
Numbers 2.00
Number and gender 6.00
Present tense verb conjugation 6.00
Adjectives 6.00
Conjugation of irregular verbs 3.00
Conjugation of stem-changing verbs 3.00
Indicating likes and dislikes 3.00
Nominative case 4.00
Accusative case 6.00
Dative case 6.00
Prepositions 4.00
Reflexive verbs 3.00
Present perfect regular verbs 6.00
Present perfect irregular verbs 6.00
Present perfect mixed verbs 2.00

Total Hours: 68.00

Methods of Instruction

A. Collaborative Group Work
B. Discussion
C. Homework: Students are required to complete two hours of outside-of-class homework for each hour of lecture
D. Lecture
E. Multimedia Presentations
F. Reading Assignments

G. The class will be conducted in German except when English is needed to explain structural elements and to give other important
explanations.



Methods of Evaluation

A. Quizzes
B. Oral Presentation
C. Class participation
D. Written Assignments
E. Exams

Examples of Assignments

Reading Assignments
1. Read a diagram with statistics about recreational activities of German youth and describe the information to a partner in class.
2. Read a letter containing an introduction of a new student. Then be able to respond to the information by providing the same introductory

information about yourself.
Writing Assignments
1. Write a 50-word paper about three places in a German-speaking city that either attracted your attention or that you did not care for.
2. Write a 50-word paper about different typical German products from a video. Tell us whether you would like to try them or not.

Out-of-Class Assignments
1. Attend Stammtisch or another event that deals with German-speaking culture, or research a video about something typical to the

German-speaking culture. Then write a half-page summary describing either the event you attended or the cultural aspect you
researched.

2. Prepare an original skit based on a communicative context found in course materials. Perform the skit in class.

Recommended Materials of Instruction
Tschirner, E., Nikolai, B., Terrell, T. (2021). Kontakte: A Communicative Approach. McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 9th. 9781260393736.
Adam Oberlin, Cecile Zorach, Charlotte Melin. (2022). English Grammar for Students of German. Olivia and Hill Press, 7th. 978-0934034555.
Center for Open Educational Resources and Language Learning https://coerll.utexas.edu/coerll/. (2017). Deutsch Im Blick. University of
Texas, 2nd. https://coerll.utexas.edu/dib/.

Minimum Qualifications

Foreign Languages (Masters Required)
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