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Goal



Utility Line Clearance Arborist Training (ULCAT)
C O R E  P R O G R A M  # 1

• Five-week, 200-hour classroom field - blended curriculum

• Safety Certifications: OSHA 10, First Aid/CPR, Flagger, EHAP

• Technical Competencies: PPE, Chipper Operations, Chainsaw 
Operations, Tree Climbing I, Limbing and Bucking, Aerial Rescue 

Operations: Job-site setup, crew team work, and 3-way 
communications

• Industry standards: ANSI Z133, BMP’s Arborist Curriculum
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Utility Vegetation Management 
Pre-Inspector Training Program

• Two-week, 80-hour classroom & field activity blend curriculum 

• Facility and vegetation identification, defect assessment, 
communication skills, hazard rules

• 4 Knowledge Tests; 4 Practical Examinations 
assessment of knowledge, skills and abilities

• Immediate pipeline: utility inspector careers Position title: 
Consulting Utility Forester (CUF)

C O R E  P R O G R A M  # 2



Foundations of Utility Vegetation Management
• Utility’s responsibility to manage vegetation
• Overview of EHAP – Includes substation visit
• Laws, regulations, industry standards, PPE

Safety & Environmental Awareness
• Animal, plant, fire, and driving safety (review & videos)

Tree Science & Risk Concepts
• Tree biology and species identification
• Tree and site defects, conditions, and mitigation strategies
• Tree risks vs. benefits

Field Operations & Communication
• Crew types and work restrictions
• Work request processes and documentation
• Communication: internal, external, and with landowners

Practical Skills Introduction
• Tree inventory: data collection and Tree ID

Week 1 
40 hours 
Curriculum



Week 2
40 hours
Field 
Application 
Curriculum

Jobsite Skills
• Job Risk Assessments (JRA)
• Fire tool use and safety protocols
• Site setup procedures

Field Measurement & Data Collection
• Tree height, diameter, and clearance measurement
• Hands-on use of Resource Keeper for digital work requests

Applied Field Practice
• Tree ID and biology in natural settings
• Utility Tree Risk Assessment (UTRA) field exercises
• Simulated pre-inspections: daily workflow of a Pre-Inspector

Reinforcement Activities
• Scenario-based training: Tree defects, conditions, site context
• Communication practice & escalation decisions (e.g. Level 2s)
• Realistic field drills to apply Week 1 classroom content



UVM Pre-Inspector Career Path



Note:  Graduates receive a one-year membership to UAA

Milestones

Job Placement Assistance:
Robust job placement 
support for graduates

Cohorts: 118 
Total: 1,597 Graduates
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