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June 21, 2016 

SUMMARY OF SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT RULE (PART 107) 
 
 

Operational Limitations  Unmanned aircraft must weigh less than 55 lbs. (25 kg). 

 Visual line-of-sight (VLOS) only; the unmanned aircraft must 
remain within VLOS of the remote pilot in command and the 
person manipulating the flight controls of the small UAS. 
Alternatively, the unmanned aircraft must remain within 
VLOS of the visual observer. 

 At all times the small unmanned aircraft must remain close 
enough to the remote pilot in command and the person 
manipulating the flight controls of the small UAS for those 
people to be capable of seeing the aircraft with vision 
unaided by any device other than corrective lenses. 

 Small unmanned aircraft may not operate over any persons 
not directly participating in the operation, not under a 
covered structure, and not inside a covered stationary 
vehicle. 

 Daylight-only operations, or civil twilight (30 minutes before 
official sunrise to 30 minutes after official sunset, local time) 
with appropriate anti-collision lighting. 

 Must yield right of way to other aircraft. 

 May use visual observer (VO) but not required. 

 First-person view camera cannot satisfy “see-and-avoid” 
requirement but can be used as long as requirement is 
satisfied in other ways. 

 Maximum groundspeed of 100 mph (87 knots). 

 Maximum altitude of 400 feet above ground level (AGL) or, if 
higher than 400 feet AGL, remain within 400 feet of a 
structure. 

 Minimum weather visibility of 3 miles from control station. 

 Operations in Class B, C, D and E airspace are allowed with 
the required ATC permission. 

 Operations in Class G airspace are allowed without ATC 
permission. 

 No person may act as a remote pilot in command or VO for 
more than one unmanned aircraft operation at one time. 

 No operations from a moving aircraft. 

 No operations from a moving vehicle unless the operation is 
over a sparsely populated area. 

 No careless or reckless operations. 

 No carriage of hazardous materials. 
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 Requires preflight inspection by the remote pilot in 

command. 

 A person may not operate a small unmanned aircraft if he or 
she knows or has reason to know of any physical or mental 
condition that would interfere with the safe operation of a 
small UAS. 

 Foreign-registered small unmanned aircraft are allowed to 
operate under part 107 if they satisfy the requirements of 
part 375. 

 External load operations are allowed if the object being 
carried by the unmanned aircraft is securely attached and 
does not adversely affect the flight characteristics or 
controllability of the aircraft. 

 Transportation of property for compensation or hire allowed 
provided that- 
o The aircraft, including its attached systems, payload and 

cargo weigh less than 55 pounds total; 
o The flight is conducted within visual line of sight and not 

from a moving vehicle or aircraft; and 
o The flight occurs wholly within the bounds of a State and 

does not involve transport between (1) Hawaii and 
another place in Hawaii through airspace outside 
Hawaii; (2) the District of Columbia and another place 
in the District of Columbia; or (3) a territory or 
possession of the United States and another place in 
the same territory or possession. 

 Most of the restrictions discussed above are waivable if the 
applicant demonstrates that his or her operation can safely 
be conducted under the terms of a certificate of waiver. 

Remote Pilot in Command 
Certification and 
Responsibilities 

 Establishes a remote pilot in command position. 

 A person operating a small UAS must either hold a remote 
pilot airman certificate with a small UAS rating or be under 
the direct supervision of a person who does hold a remote 
pilot certificate (remote pilot in command). 

 To qualify for a remote pilot certificate, a person must: 

o Demonstrate aeronautical knowledge by either: 
 Passing an initial aeronautical knowledge test at 

an FAA-approved knowledge testing center; or 
 Hold a part 61 pilot certificate other than student 

pilot, complete a flight review within the previous 
24 months, and complete a small UAS online 
training course provided by the FAA. 

o Be vetted by the Transportation Security Administration. 

o Be at least 16 years old. 

 Part 61 pilot certificate holders may obtain a temporary 
remote pilot certificate immediately upon submission of their 
application for a permanent certificate. Other applicants will 
obtain a temporary remote pilot certificate upon successful 
completion of TSA security vetting. The FAA anticipates that 
it will be able to issue a temporary remote pilot certificate 
within 10 business days after receiving a completed remote 
pilot certificate application. 

 Until international standards are developed, foreign- 
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certificated UAS pilots will be required to obtain an FAA- 
issued remote pilot certificate with a small UAS rating. 

 
 

A remote pilot in command must: 

 Make available to the FAA, upon request, the small UAS for 
inspection or testing, and any associated documents/records 
required to be kept under the rule. 

 Report to the FAA within 10 days of any operation that 
results in at least serious injury, loss of consciousness, or 
property damage of at least $500. 

 Conduct a preflight inspection, to include specific aircraft 
and control station systems checks, to ensure the small UAS 
is in a condition for safe operation. 

 Ensure that the small unmanned aircraft complies with the 
existing registration requirements specified in 
§ 91.203(a)(2). 

A remote pilot in command may deviate from the requirements 
of this rule in response to an in-flight emergency. 

Aircraft Requirements  FAA airworthiness certification is not required. However, the 
remote pilot in command must conduct a preflight check of 
the small UAS to ensure that it is in a condition for safe 
operation. 

Model Aircraft  Part 107 does not apply to model aircraft that satisfy all of 
the criteria specified in section 336 of Public Law 112-95. 

 The rule codifies the FAA’s enforcement authority in part 
101 by prohibiting model aircraft operators from endangering 
the safety of the NAS. 
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Federal Aviation 
Administration 

 

 
Recreational Flyers & Modeler 
Community-Based Organizations 

 

You are considered a recreational user if you fly your drone for fun. It is important to 

know when and where you can fly and how to register your drone. 

 

New Changes to Recreational Drone Flying in the 

United States 
 

There's a new law (https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr302/BILLS- 

115hr302enr.pdf) (PDF) that describes how, when, and where you can fly drones for 

recreational purposes. Following these rules will keep you and your drone safe and 

will help keep the airspace available to everyone. 

 
Here's what you need to do: 

 
1. Register your drone (www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/register_drone/) , mark it 

on the outside with the registration number 

(www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/register_drone/media/UAS_how_to_label_Infographic.pdf) 

(PDF), and carry proof of registration with you. 

 
2. Fly only for recreational purposes. 

 
3. Follow the safety guidelines of a community based organization. 

 
4. Fly your drone at or below 400 feet when in uncontrolled or "Class G" 

airspace. This is airspace where the FAA is not controlling manned air traffic. 

To determine what type of airspace you are in, refer to the mobile application 

that operates your drone (if so equipped) and/or use other drone-related mobile 

applications. Knowing your location and what airspace you're in will also help 

you avoid interfering with other aircraft. 

 
5. Do NOT fly in controlled airspace (around and above many airports) 

unless: 

http://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr302/BILLS-
http://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr302/BILLS-
http://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/register_drone/)
http://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/register_drone/)
http://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/register_drone/media/UAS_how_to_label_Infographic.pdf)
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a. You receive an airspace authorization for operations in controlled airspace 

through LAANC (Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability 

(www.faa.gov/uas/programs_partnerships/data_exchange/) ), before you 

fly. Learn more about approved LAANC UAS Service Suppliers 

(www.faa.gov/uas/programs_partnerships/data_exchange/) for recreational 

flyers. 

 
b. You are flying at a recreational flyer fixed site that has a written agreement 

with the FAA. The FAA has posted a list of approved sites 

(new_changes_recreational_uas/media/AMA_Flying_Fields_Initial_Publication.xlsx) 

(MS Excel) and has depicted them as blue dots on a map. Each fixed site is 

limited to the altitude shown on this map, which varies by location. 

 
NOTE: If your organization is interested in establishing a letter of agreement for 

a fixed flying site, please contact us at 9-AJT-UAS-Integration@faa.gov. 

 

The FAA is experiencing a high volume of requests for fixed sites. At this time, 

the FAA is reviewing requests based on available resources. 

 
6. Keep your drone within your line of sight, or within the visual line-of-sight of 

a visual observer who is co-located and in direct communication with you. 

 
7. Do NOT fly in airspace where flight is prohibited. Airspace restrictions can 

be found on our interactive map, and temporary flight restrictions can be found 

here (https://tfr.faa.gov/tfr2/list.html) . Drone operators are responsible for ensuring 

they comply with all airspace restrictions. 

 
8. Never fly near other aircraft, especially near airports. 

 
9. Never fly over groups of people, public events, or stadiums full of people. 

 
10. Never fly near emergencies such as any type of accident response, law 

enforcement activities, firefighting, or hurricane recovery efforts. 

 
11. Never fly under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

 
Recreational flyers should know that if they intentionally violate any of these safety 

requirements, and/or operate in a careless and reckless manner, they could be 

liable for criminal and/or civil penalties. 

 
Read the Authorization for limited recreational operations as described in section 

44809 (new_changes_recreational_uas/media/44809_authorization.pdf) (PDF). All 

limited recreational operations should be conducted in accordance with this 

authorization. 

http://www.faa.gov/uas/programs_partnerships/data_exchange/)
http://www.faa.gov/uas/programs_partnerships/data_exchange/)
http://www.faa.gov/uas/programs_partnerships/data_exchange/)
mailto:9-AJT-UAS-Integration@faa.gov
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For more information, read Advisory Circular 91-57B 

(https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.information/documentID/103602 

 

Changes Coming in the Future 
 

The new law also requires: 

 
1. Drone operators to pass an online aeronautical knowledge and safety test and 

carry proof of test passage. 

 
2. The FAA to issue guidance for how it will recognize community based 

organizations. 

 
The FAA is incrementally rolling out these features and requirements. 

 
Check our website (www.faa.gov/uas/) for the latest updates or follow us on social 

media (www.faa.gov/news/stay_connected/) for the latest news. 

 

More detailed information about the FAA's plan to fully implement the requirements 

of Section 349 of the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 may be found on the Federal 

Register (https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/17/2019-10169/exception-for- 

limited-recreational-operations-of-unmanned-aircraft) . 
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