Course Level SLO Report
Course Prefix:
ENGL 2
Course Title:

Composition and Rhetoric
Number of Sections being Assessed:

20
List all course objectives from the official course outline (official course outlines are available at Curriculum Committee Website 
( http://www.butte.edu/services/student/curriculum/Course%20Outlines.htm ):

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Identify and utilize standard methods of essay development.

2. Evaluate and utilize proper English syntax and mechanics in the context of

both her/his own writing as well as the writing of others.

3. Recognize and evaluate essay paragraph structure, using both her/his own

writing as well as the writing of others.

4. Employ appropriate research and documentation methodologies.

5. Utilize college level reading and critical thinking skills in the analysis and

appraisal of a wide variety of reading material, including fiction and

nonfiction works.

Objective(s) or SLO(s) to be Assessed:

1. Identify and utilize standard methods of essay development.

2. Evaluate and utilize proper English syntax and mechanics in the context of

both her/his own writing as well as the writing of others.

Assessment Plan (including assessment method(s) and timeline): 

The department instituted a holistically graded, common final essay exam and administered it to 20 sections for a total of 486 students. Specific sections were chosen at random but instructors could opt out. A total of 13 different instructors, 7 full-time and 6 part-time, were involved. Individual instructors graded the final essays at the end of the Fall 08 semester separately from this assessment. Following submission of student grades, the instructors met and holistically graded the submissions. Instructors were paired (only 12 particiupated in this grading session) and each pair was assigned approximately 100 essays not from their own classes. Each student was assigned an identification number and names were removed. Essays were graded on a scale of 1-4 (see attached rubric). Each pair worked to arrive at a single score, and in the event that agreement could not be reached, the essay was set aside for a third reader. Scores were then correlated with student data retrieved from Institutional Research. 
Assessment Results: 

As the attached data sheet demonstrates, student scores varied little when students were enrolled in a course taught by a full-time faculty. Scores varied even less when the course met two days a week between the hours of 8:00 and 12:30. Students taking afternoon courses tended to perform less consistently, and that observation holds true regardless of the instructor. Classes that met only one day a week seemed to have consistently poor performance. No comparison of full-time versus part-time can be made since only two sections were observed and both were taught by part-time faculty. Attention was also given to students' reading levels, and while there was an obvious correlation between higher reading levels and writing competency, no significant difference was noted between full- and part-time faculty.  
Planned Improvements or Changes: 

Due to the obvious differences in performance regarding full- and part-time faculty, the department will institute norming sessions beginning Fall 09. The purpose of these sessions will be to improve consistency in teaching and grading strategies across our faculty. To encourage atendance of part-time faculty, stipends will be paid pending approval of a budget request (see 07-08 unit plan for details). Scheduling of courses will also be modified to increase the number of sections offered betwee the hours of 8:00 and 12:30. These sections always close, so it is anticipated that additional sections will have no problem making. The number of afternoon sections will remain the same. However, a small committee of faculty will begin examining what problems are peculiar to afternoon sections and what the department may be able to do to help boost student poerformance. Regarding students' reading levels, the department will be asking the Basic Skills Committee to examine ways in which students can be encouraged to enroll in reading courses. Low enrollment in our past Learning Community attempts has suggested that these are not appropriate nor fiscally-sound ways to address students' basic skills needs. A recommendation will be made to emphasize basic skills needs when it comes to scheduling of courses. 
Proposed Timeline for Improvements or Changes: 

Timeline is suggested above. Reassessment will begin Fall O9 and continue through Spring 10.
Appendices for Supporting Data: 

     
