
Message from the President:  

The Butte College Office of Service Learning & Volunteerism continues to 
help with the transition of students between the classroom and the 
community with service-learning opportunities. Service-learning & 
Volunteerism at Butte College provides students the opportunity to use 
what they learn in the classroom while working in related areas, plus they 
contribute quite a bit to our communities.  

The value of service-learning is that students gain valuable experience that 
is most often course-related. It brings their learning to another level when 
they can combine what they learn in the classroom with the practical world. 
Students gain hands-on educational experience, as well as an 
understanding and an appreciation of civic contributions. The community is 
delighted with our ability to assist them with their needs; plus it's great 
when they get to know our students and see what they are learning... 
everyone wins in that situation. The college collaborates with the 
community and provides innovative opportunities for connecting academic 
endeavors with the community, and our students learn in the "real world" 
and bring valuable information back to the classroom.  

I challenge each of you to become involved in service-learning. As a 
student, visit the Office of Service-Learning & Volunteerism (Career 
Center) to enroll in IDST 94 and receive a service-learning placement in an 
area that's related to your studies or in an area of interest to you. You'll be 
happy you did. As a faculty member, please encourage your students to 
become engaged in activities and learning outside the classroom. Hands-
on experience is essential in this day and age as the world around us 
changes so quickly. It adds a component that is often difficult to convey 
and capture in the classroom. The experiences students gain can 
sometimes change their lives and their choices for their futures. As you 
know, nowadays people look for experience, degrees, and those who 
contribute to their community, when hiring. Let's give our students the 
opportunity to be well-rounded and take what they learn at the college and 
put it into practice in a safe environment. Give your students that 
opportunity to excel!  

 

Dr. Diana Van Der Ploeg 
Superintendent/President  

 


